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2.6  Crying the Neck 

Sources 

Publications 

W.J.P. Burton, “Calling the neck” Old Cornwall 1929, Vol. 1, No.9, p. 27 -28. 

Tom Miners, “Fragments that are left”, Old Cornwall 1932 Vol 2 No. 4, p.12. 

C A Collins , “ Cutting the neck”, Old Cornwall  1951 Vol. 5 No. 1, p. 20.  

Michael Tangye, “Customs Remembered”,Old Cornwall 1982, Vol. 9, No. 3, p. 309. 

Observation 

Withiel 14th September 2006.  

Notes 

From Diary of Rev C A Collins :  

“ Cutting the neck”, Old Cornwall  1951 Vol. 5, No.1, p. 20. 

  

Tom Miners, “Fragments that are left”, Old Cornwall 1932, Vol. 2, No. 4, p.12. 

In East Cornwall there was a formula for “Crying the Neck”, “Three aw 

necks and one hurrah. The Three aw necks and two hurrahs. Three aw 

necks and three Hurrahs” An Old Farmer gave me the following chant on 

the putting in of the “Craw Sheaf”: 

The Craw Sheaf is in 

Tis Time to Begin 

To Drink Strong Beer 

           And we’ve got it here 

This was followed by three cheers. 
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Withiel 14th September 2006. 

Master of Ceremonies – John Bennallack, St Wenn, (St Columb Old Cornwall Society 

Cutting the Sheaf Mark Hawken, (Previously farmer at Whitehay Withiel) 

  

Ceremony was held at the top field of Blackhay Farm and part returned to Withiel 

Village hall for supper organized by the Old Cornwall Society and a singing session. 

Audio file : Field Recording 

 140906-1: Introduction by Johnn Bennallack 

 140906- 2: Cutting the Corn 

 140906-3: Pysadow – Prayer in Cornish 

 140906-4: Pen Yar – Crying the neck 

 140906-5: Pen Yar Crying the neck 

 140906-6: Hymn in English – We Plough The Fields and Scatter 
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Crying the Neck 
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14th September 2006 
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